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HOW TO KEEP THE U.S.OUT OF WAR 


An important mass meeting, under the auspices of the 
National Peace Conference 


May 27 Carnegie Hall 


Speakers: Senator GERALD P. NYE 
Senator BENNETT C. CLARK 
Congressman M. MAVERICK 


A few complimentary tickets are available for FPA mem- 
bers through National Headquarters. Call for yours early. 
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RIDING THE EUROPEAN CIRCUIT 





= past week in Europe has been marked by 
unremitting efforts to forge new links or 
strengthen old ones in the ring of diplomatic align- 
ments which has gradually been forming around 
Germany. At a meeting held in Venice on May 
4-6 Italy, Austria and Hungary, which had estab- 
lished an economic bloc in 1934, outlined a com- 
mon policy to be pursued during the conference of 
Danubian states which France and Italy will joint- 
ly summon in Rome early in June. Austria and 
Hungary agreed not to insist on discussion of re- 
armament, territorial revision or Hapsburg res- 
toration, all of which have hitherto been opposed 
by the Little Entente states—Czechoslovakia, Ru- 
mania and Yugoslavia. In return for this con- 
cession, Italy undertook to exert its influence at. 
Geneva for prompt settlement of the Hungarian- 
Yugoslav dispute arising out of the assassination 
of King Alexander ; to approach the Little Entente 
with a view to solving the problem of rearmament 
in accordance with the wishes of Austria and Hun- 
gary; and to seek, at the Rome conference, a defi- 
nition of “non-interference” which would permit 
Hungary to continue its treaty revision propa- 
ganda by peaceful means and retain its right to 
protest whenever Hungarian minorities in neigh- 
boring states appear to be persecuted. 

These conversations were continued in Flor- 
ence on May 11, when Premier Mussolini met the 
Austrian Chancellor, Schuschnigg, who reported 
on Austria’s internal situation and the dangers of 
Nazi agitation. Simultaneously Mussolini ce- 
mented Italy’s relations with France, which on 
May 10 sent an aerial delegation to Rome headed 
by General Denain, French Air Minister. It was 
reported that the two countries had laid the basis 
for a mutual air assistance pact which will consti- 
tute a link in the system of aerial security envis- 
aged by the Franco-British communiqué of 
February 3. 


Meanwhile the Balkan entente—Greece, Ru- 


mania, Turkey and Yugoslavia—which includes 
two members of the Little Entente, held its fifth 
conference in Bucharest on May 10-11. They de- 
cided to agree to limited rearmament of Hungary 
and Bulgaria, provided these two countries accept 
the territorial status quo—a condition which 
Budapest, at least, will find it well-nigh impossible 
to fulfill. They also expressed unalterable opposi- 
tion to Hapsburg restoration in either Austria or 
Hungary or both, and declared they would regard 
any move in that direction as a breach of the peace 
treaties. An effort to reconcile the conflicting 
views of the Little and Balkan ententes, on the 
one hand, and Austria and Hungary on the other, 
will probably be made during a visit which the 
Yugoslav Premier and Foreign Minister, M. Jef- 
titch, expects to pay Premier Mussolini in Rome 
on May 20. 
The Yugoslav Elections 

M. Jeftitch’s negotiations with Mussolini will 
be hampered by the failure of his government to 
allay Croatian unrest, which has long threatened 
the stability of Yugoslavia and invited interfer- 
ence by Italy and Hungary in Yugoslav affairs. 
At the parliamentary elections of May 5 the gov- 
ernment National Unity party, headed by the Pre- 
mier, obtained a sweeping victory, polling 1,600,- 
000 votes as against 900,000 officially reported to 
have been cast for several opposition parties unit- 
ed under the Croat leader, Dr. Vladko Matchek. 
The opposition, however, claims that the elections 
were held under conditions of unprecedented ter- 
rorism, and that the government resorted to vari- 
ous illegal devices to keep its opponents from the 
polls and falsify election returns. Despite these 
handicaps, 90 per cent of the peasants and a ma- 
jority of all citizens in Croatia voted for Dr. 
Matchek. 


Death of Marshal Pilsudski 
Diplomatic manoeuvres in the South and South- 
east of Europe were paralleled by similar activi- 
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ties in the Northeast. At a conference held in 
Kaunas on May 8-9 the Baltic states—Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania—expressed approval of the 
proposed Eastern Locarno pact, but decided to 
join it only if it includes Germany and Poland. In 
an effort to win Polish adherence to an Eastern 
Locarno M. Laval, French Foreign Minister, vis- 
ited Warsaw on May 10, where he was received 
without enthusiasm by Foreign Minister Beck, 
who fears that the Franco-Soviet pact of mutual 
assistance signed on May 2 may endanger Poland’s 
position. M. Laval’s visit was also overshadowed 
by the mortal illness of Marshal Pilsudski, War 
Minister, Inspector-General of the Army, and ac- 
tual dictator of Poland since 1926, who died of 
cancer on May 12. Immediate changes in Poland’s 
domestic and foreign policy are precluded by the 
new constitution, adopted on March 23, which de- 
prived Parliament of all authority and vested abso- 
lute power in the President of the republic—a po- 
sition now occupied by Professor Ignacy Moscicki. 
It is not impossible, however, that in the long run 
Poland may moderate its strongly anti-Soviet at- 
titude, dictated by Pilsudski’s hatred of Russia, 
and that a struggle for power may occur between 
the pro-French, pro-German and _ pro-Soviet 
cliques hitherto held under control by the old 
Marshal. 


M. Laval’s subsequent visit to Moscow, where 
he arrived on May 13, had been robbed of its orig- 
inal purpose by the conclusion of the Franco-So- 
viet pact ten days earlier in Paris. He apparently 
discussed with M. Litvinov the possibility of fram- 
ing an Eastern Locarno pact of non-aggression 
and consultation which would meet the wishes of 
Germany and Poland, and would be complemented 
by bilateral mutual assistance pacts modeled on 
that between France and the Soviet Union. The 
Soviet government is eager to conclude such bi- 
lateral pacts with the Baltic states and the Little 
Entente, especially Czechoslovakia, whose For- 
eign Minister, Dr. Benes, is expected to visit Mos- 
cow in June. Germany’s reaction to these new 
Franco-Soviet plans must be awaited until Hitler’s 
speech on foreign policy, first scheduled for May 
17, but now postponed on account of Pilsudski’s 


death. VERA MICHELES DEAN 


War Menace in Africa 


Italy’s mounting war preparations and propa- 
ganda have created the impression that Italo- 
Abyssinian hostilities will break out in October, at 
the end of the East African rainy season. Follow- 
ing the dispatch of two regular army divisions and 
a division of Fascist militia to Eritrea and Italiau 
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Somaliland in February, Rome announced on May 
7 the mobilization of another regular division and 
several Black Shirt battalions, while two divisions 
have been recruited in the colonies. The total of 
armed forces, including flying and motorized units, 
ready for an East African campaign is now esti- 
mated at 150,000, and 200,000 more men have been 
ordered to present themselves at mobilization 
points by May 17. Italian factories are work. 
ing overtime in the production of war materials. 
These military measures are defended on the 
ground of Abyssinia’s alleged mobilization and 
arms imports from Europe, the “deliberately ag- 
gressive spirit” of Emperor Haile Selassie’s 
speech to his Parliament, and the Emperor’s re- 
ported inability to control his outlying provinces. 


While still upholding Italy’s case for reparations 
on account of the Ual Ual and Afdub “attacks,” 
Mussolini is making his present preparations in 
order that the Italian colonies “may look to the 
future with secure tranquillity, without being pre 
occupied over the uncertain policy of a neighbor- 
ing state which gives no guaranty of living peace- 
fully with other nations.” Newspapers and books 
on Italian colonial expansion have supported the 
government’s further assertion that the Abys- 
sinian situation “is a problem of vast importance, 
embracing the whole European civilizing mission.” 


The extent of Italy’s preparations and the fear 
that an African adventure would seriously weaken 
Italian resistance to Germany in Europe have in- 
spired recent Franco-British efforts to promote a 
peaceful settlement of the dispute. The French 
and British relieved the League Council of the 
necessity to act on the Abyssinian appeal in Jan- 
uary by persuading Italy to meet Haile Selassie’s 
demands for action under the 1928 Italo-Abyssini- 
an treaty. At the April 15 Council meeting, where 
Italy agreed to “conciliation and arbitration,” 
the Abyssinian representative spoke of arbitra- 
tion alone. In spite of the hopes of the Council, 
however, arbitrators have not been named nor the 
terms of arbitration fixed, and Abyssinia is de- 
termined that the League shall take up its appeal 
under Article XV at the May 20 Council meeting. 
Unless, therefore, Italy makes a last-minute con- 
cession sufficient to keep the dispute off the Coun- 
cil agenda, France and Britain will be faced with 
the difficulty of either manoeuvring Abyssinia out 
of its favorable legal position or upholding the 
League machinery at the risk of seriously offend- 
ing Italy, just when both powers are increasingly 
anxious for Mussolini’s participation in a united 
front against Hitler. 

WILLIAM KOREN, JR. 
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